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The Aquatic Phansa Festival at Baan Lat Chado,

Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya Province: A Cultural Dimension
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Abstract

This article aimed to study the Aquatic Phansa Festival at Baan Lat Chado, Phranakhon Si
Ayutthaya province in its cultural context. A field study was conducted where Baan Lat Chado,
Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya province was determined as the study location. The data were collected
by observation, together with recorded video interviewing and then analyzed by using descriptive
statistics. The results found that Baan Lat Chado is a Buddhist community based on the riverside
culture, in which, traditionally, water transport was the dominant means. In order to revive the older
waterborne traditions and the value of the Lat Chado Community, the Aquatic Phansa Festival is held
with the three cultural dimensions : (1) A new culture participated by the locals; (2) A candle
procession elaborately decorated in both conservative and creative ways; and (3) An activity held to
promote Thai tourism. It is also found that this tradition helps strengthen the social bond in the
community, reflecting the dynamic cultural dimensions as a vital role in social control and faith
combine. It is essential for human development both spiritual and intellectual. Moreover, it helps
strengthen the unity with a sense of ownership among the community people. Also, it is a tradition
aiming to provide the gratitude to the Lord Buddha whom all people rely on for living together in
peace.

Keywords: Aquatic Phansa Festival, Cultural dimension, Baan Lat Chado, Phranakhon Si Ayutthaya
Province
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